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  Colorado | Commercial 

  
December 1, 2024 
 
 
Subject: Anesthesia Services update 
 
Dear Provider: 
 
Beginning with claims processed on or after March 1, 2025, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
and our subsidiary company, HMO Colorado, Inc., (Anthem) will update the Anesthesia 
Services reimbursement policy. We will change how we evaluate billed time on professional 
claims for anesthesia services (CPT® codes 00100 through 01999).  
 
We will use the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Physician Work Time values 
to target the number of minutes reported for anesthesia services. Claims submitted with 
reported time above the established number of minutes will only pay up to the CMS 
established amount. This update will not change industry standard coding requirements or 
the American Society of Anesthesiologists’ (ASA) anesthesia formula. 
 
This update will account for anesthesia work time that is included in the pre-service 
evaluations, intra-service period, and post-service period. The appropriateness of billing for 
pre- and post-operation time must be documented and follow the guidelines established by 
the ASA as to the appropriate time that should be counted and documented.   
 

Exclusions: 
• Patients under the age of 22 
• Maternity-related care 
 

Resources: 
• Frequency Editing — Professional reimbursement policy 
• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Physician Fee Schedule (PSF) Federal 

Regulation Notice Final Rule Physician Work Time 
• American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) 
 
If you disagree with a claim reimbursement decision, please follow the claim dispute process 
as outlined in the provider manual. Documentation to support your request will be required. 
 
If you have questions about this communication or need assistance with any other item, 
please contact your provider relationship management representative 
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For more information, view this policy online. Visit anthem.com and select For Providers. Under 
the Provider Resources heading, select Policies, Guidelines & Manuals. On the next screen, 
select the Select a State and choose Colorado. Next, under the Reimbursement Policies 
heading, select Access policies. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Erica Kloehn  
Regional Vice President, Provider Solutions   
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield  
 


